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Abstract

The Ijaza in Arabic Calligraphy

Nassar Mubammad Sulaiman Mansour
M.A. Islamic Architecture, Al al-Bayt University, 1997

Supervisor: HRH Princess Dr. Wijdan Ali

The aim of this thesis is to shed light upon one of the most important

Islamic traditions in the art of Arabic calligraphy: the ijaza. It is an invitation to

perpetuate the tradition of the fjjaza, 2 medium which helped to develop and -

transfer the art of Arabic calligraphy through ten centuries. The study consists of
an introduction, three chapiers, and a conclusion.

:I‘he introduction discusses the evolution and development of Arabic
calligraphy, the réle of religion in improving the writing, its tools, and its
connection it to a divine source that has provided it with a glorification that has
survived to the present time. The introduction also considers the early
beginnings of the art of calligraphy in the transcription of the Holy Qur'an
ordered by the khalifa “Uthman b. cAffan, in order to distribute copies to other
Muslim regions. Writing the Qur'an at this time initiated a kind of
professionalism in the art. This professionalism developed further during the
Umayyad period, and with it came improvements in the shapes of the letters, the
techniques of writing, its controls, and increases in the different kinds of writing
instrutrients. The introduction also discusses the art of calligraphy during the
*Abbasid period (until the 814" century), when the most prominent figures
appeared, such as Ibn Muqla, Ibn al-Bawwab, and Yaqut al-Musta‘asimi. It then
considers the evolution of the Ottoman school, established by Shaykh Hamd

-3
<




Allah al-Amasi and completed by al-Hafiz “Uthman, reached the peak of its
develoi:ment with Mustafa Ragim. The introduction also discusses the other
kinds of Arabic callisraphy (beside the "six pens"): such as ta®lig, diwani, jali-
diwani, riga‘a, etc. The Ottoman calligraphers had a major role in developing
these types of script and giving them great beauty, as well as dispursing them
throughout all the Islamic lands.

The first chapter considers the definition of the jaza for scientific
subjects, its various components, the religious and physical sciences that
indicate its importance, and its two kinds: oral and written.

The second chapter, entitled "The Ijaza for the Art of Arabic
Calligraphy”, is the most important of the thesis. It defines the ijaza, how it
evolved, the stages of the calligrapher's preparation to obtain it, the terms
employed by the masters and teachers to grant licenses to the students, and the
historical uses and wvalues of the requisite statemenis. This chapter calegnrizés
the kinds of licenses and number of authorized teachers. Then it considers about
special cases of faza, illuminated and gilded examples, unique artistic pieces,
and forged jazas. Finally, it discusses the signatures of the calligraphers,
because the ijaza 1s an authorization of sorts to the calliéraphcr to place his
signature on his work. Signatures on these objects are limited to certain terms
and applications.

The third chapter is concerned with the ijaza script itself that the
calligraphers used in writing the text of the authorization in ifazas in either
thuluth or naskh, or both, This chapter mentions the origin and the uses of the
ifaza, as well as other specific uses such as the wrilings at the ends of books,
epilogues of books, etc. The chapter also clarifies that there is no difference
between the ijjaza script and the riga®s, these being in fact two names for a
single script. There is also reference in this chapter to the most important
features and technical methods of the ijaza in two schools: the Otioman and the
Baghdadi, as well as the artistic differences that distinguish the two schools.




Finally, the conclusion brings into focus the most important results of the
research, with an appendix that includes a number of illustrations of ijazas, the
majority published for the first time. The appendix also includes different
samples of signatures, and there is a separate appendix for the proposed ijaza
project' in Arabic calligraphy in Baghdad that has been submitted to the Iraqi
Calligraphers Society by “Abd al-Rida Bahiyya.
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